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What is Water Conservation?  [image: ]

Long-term Water Use Efficiency: finding ways to use less water.

Doesn’t North Bend have an abundance of water?
Because it rains significantly in North Bend and water continues to run from the tap at home, it seems that we have an abundance of water much of the time. It is easy to overlook the importance of conserving water in the long-term.  Conservation is a Must…Despite nine months of rain the water in our region is a finite supply. To make sure we preserve an adequate drinking water supply for ourselves, for our children, and the environment that we share, everyone needs to use water wisely.

Can conservation save money? 
While conservation saves water, it also saves money. Reducing water demand can frequently extend the life of existing water system infrastructure, saving consumers the cost of building or renovating the existing system. Conservation can also reduce the amount of water that needs to be processed by the City’s wastewater treatment plant, again extending the life of infrastructure. In addition, smart water use practices can make us more resilient during times of drought.

When should North Bend residents conserve water?  
Whether we live in a location with 80” of annual rainfall or have a low snow pack year with lower than annual rainfall, residents need to conserve water whenever possible.

What can I do to easily save water and money?
The average household uses 240 gallons of fresh water each day. Wastewater from bathtubs, faucets, dishwashers, showers, washing machines & toilets is piped through the sewer system to the wastewater treatment plant, where it is treated and discharged, to the Snoqualmie River. By reducing your use of water, you lower both your water bill and your sewer bill.

Can small things that I do make a big difference? 
Conserving water, one of our most precious resources, can become a way of life, here in North Bend. Good water wise habits are developed through education and water awareness and can go a long way to ensure a high quality water supply.

Conservation programs incorporate long-term planning horizons to encourage customers to reduce water waste and increase water efficiency in a manner that is sustainable. Review the next page and other information on this website page for how you can help conserve water.







WATER SAVING TIPS

Ways to Save Indoors
· Fix leaks promptly!  Little drips can waste lots of water.
· Install “water displacement devices” in your toilet tank if you have an older model toilet.
· Replace older toilets.  Newer toilets use only 1.5 gallons of water to flush.
· Replace your showerhead with a low flow model.
· Capture shower warm-up water.  Use it to water plants, wash the floor or car.
· Turn off the faucet while brushing teeth or shaving.
· Keep a bottle of drinking water in your refrigerator.  Running tap water until it is cold enough to drink wastes water!
· Wash only full loads in the dishwasher and washing machines.
· In restaurants, accept water only if you want it.  Not only will you save the water you don’t drink, you will also save the water to wash the glass.

Ways to Save Outdoors
· Reduce lawn size.  Lawns use 40 – 50% of our summer water.
· Reduce outdoor usage as much as possible.
· Enrich soils with 3-4 inches of compost worked into the top foot of soil prior to planting.
· Dethatch and aerate lawns for better water absorption.  Clip lawns no shorter than 2 inches.
· Leave the grass clippings on the lawn.  They’re 90% water and provide nitrogen.
· Water only after 7:00 p.m. or before 10:00 a.m. to avoid excessive loss to evaporation.
· Use soaker hoses or drip systems.
· Adjust sprinklers so you’re watering only what grows, not the street or the sidewalk.
· Check hoses and sprinkler systems for leaks and fix them promptly.
· Include a rain sensor and a soil moisture sensor in your automatic sprinkler system.
· Catch rainwater in barrels for thirsty plants.
· Use a broom to clean the driveway or patio, instead of the hose and precious water.
· Wash your car using a bucket of soapy water.  Use a hose with a shut off nozzle just to rinse.

The City of North Bend is a member of the Partnership for Water Conservation Coalition of Puget Sound.  Additional information about conservation is available on the Partnership’s website at http://www.partners4water.org/ .
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